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Figure 2.6  n  Reporting and Non-Reporting of Violence, 1993–2012

Source: Figure 1 from Truman, J., Langton, L., & Planty, M. (2013). Criminal victimization, 2012. Bureau of Justice Statistics, 
Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.

What are some barriers to reporting violence to the police? What can be done to encourage all victims to 
report to the police?

simple assault is the most common form of 
violence. In spite of the different measure-
ment approaches between the UCR Program 
and NCVS, the findings are robust: Crime 
has declined since the early 1990s.

MEASURING 
CYBERCRIME

While technology brings with it many 
improvements in life, it also makes avail-
able new means for committing crime. 
This is the case with cybercrime, which 
is impossible without technology. This 
type of victimization is considered by the 
FBI to be extremely serious as it can lead 
to severe personal damage, death, and 
unlawfully gained assets including sen-
sitive and classified military and intelli-
gence documents, as well as widespread 
economic chaos. Cybercrime can destroy 
businesses, and on an individual level, cybercrimes can ruin lives when personal assets and 
identities are stolen.

Cybercrime takes many forms.86 One relatively new form is creepware. Creepware is a 
malware program downloaded to a person’s computer without his or her knowledge. The 

Burglary is the least common form of property crime measured by the NCVS. 

What may account for there being relatively little burglary? What might lead to an 

increase in burglary in the future?
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